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Welcome to Arbor House 
Arbor House is a service combining the traditional practices of the 
early church, such as the weekly participation in Holy Communion, 
with the contemporary contemplation and application of the Bible for 
twenty-first century living. 

If you enjoyed today’s service, Arbor House welcomes you and your 
family to be a part of our community. Creating a community is a core 
value for Arbor House, we hope you will stay after the service to enjoy 
refreshments and get to know some new people! 

We are always looking for more volunteers to help with our Sunday 
Services! Please sign up on our signup sheet or talk with Pastor Gloria 
or Pastor Chris for more information. 

Before our service, we invite you to spend some time in the prayer 
center, where you can light a candle and fill out a prayer card, which 
then can be placed in the offering baskets for Pastors Gloria and Chris 
to pray for this week.
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Please Join us for our Easter Services! 

Good Friday 

Arbor House’s Good Friday service will be held on Friday, April 19th 
starting at 6pm. 

Easter Sunday 

Arbor House’s Easter service will be held on Sunday, April 21st at 
10am. A brunch will follow the service. 
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Leader: Ended is the Passover Seder according to custom, statute 
and law. As we were worthy to celebrate it this year, so may we 
perform it in future years. 

O Pure One in heaven above, restore the congregation of Israel 
in your love, and bring them to the knowledge and love of the 
everlasting Redeemer, Jesus, the Anointed One, King of kings, 
Master of masters. For before him every knee will bow and every 
tongue confess, Jesus the Messiah is Master. And we will be with 
him in the New Jerusalem. He will be our God and we will be his 
people forever more. (Revelation 21:1–4) 

All: Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and 
riches and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing. 
Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to 
the Lamb. Hallelujah! (Revelation 5:12; 7:10; 10:1) 

Leader: Speedily lead your redeemed people to Zion in joy. The 
Seder customary ends by everyone saying, “Next year in 
Jerusalem!” 

And everyone said: 

All: Next Year in Jerusalem! 
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Passover Seder 

Call to Worship 

Please stand 

All: Blessed are you LORD our God, King of the universe, who 
has sanctified us by Your Word and has instructed us to hear 
the voice of the shofar. Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, 
the LORD is one. Blessed be his name, whose glorious 
kingdom is forever and ever. And you shall love the LORD 
your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all 
your might. These words, which I command you this day, shall 
be on your heart; and you shall teach them diligently to your 
children and speak of them when you sit in your house, when 
you walk by the way, when you lie down and when you rise 
up. And you shall bind them for a sign on your hand, and they 
shall be as frontals on your forehead. And you shall write them 
on the doorposts of your house and upon your gates. And you 
shall love your neighbor as yourself. 

Song Waiting Here For You 

Please be seated  
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Lighting of the Candles 

Leader: Now to begin the Season, the lighting of the Festival Lights. 
The two candles have several spiritual meanings. According to 
one interpretation, one candle represents the Torah, and the 
other candlestick represents the Prophets. The Torah and the 
Prophets reveal that Jesus is the Messiah. Jesus refers to this in 
Luke 24:44, as it is written: 

Reader: Then he – Jesus – said unto them, “These are the words 
which I spoke unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things 
must be fulfilled which were written in the Torah of Moses and 
the Prophets and the Psalms concerning me.” 

Leader: Let the daughter of Zion come forth and kindle the festival 
lights. It is appropriate that the woman brings light into the home, 
because it was through woman that the light of the world, Jesus 
the Messiah, came into the world. 

Lighter of Candles: Blessed are you, LORD our God, King of the 
universe, who sanctified us by your word and has given us Jesus 
the Messiah, the Light of the World and our Passover Lamb, that 
through him we might live. Amen. 
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The Fourth Cup: Praise 

“I will take you as my own…” Exodus 6:7 

Lift up the fourth cup of praise 

All: Blessed are you, LORD our God, King of the universe, who 
creates the fruit of the vine. 

Drink the cup 

Please stand 

Song Revelation Song 

Please be seated 

Nirtzah: Conclusion 

Leader: In closing we call out to our Master and God, 

All: We joyfully await the coming down of the New Jerusalem, 
the set-apart city of God, where we can dwell in your holy 
Presence and worship you in perfect holiness and redemption. 
Blessed are you, LORD our God, King of the universe. We 
thank you for sustaining us all to this day. Blessed be the 
LORD. 
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Pause for moment of thought and personal prayer before drinking the cup. 

Leader: The apostle Paul wrote of this cup and this bread: 

Reader: The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the 
communion of the blood of Messiah? The bread which we break, 
is it not the communion of the body of Messiah? (1 Corinthians 
10:16) 

For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you 
proclaim the master’s death till he comes. (1 Corinthians 
11:20, 26) 

Leader: We are witnesses to the LORD’s power to deliver us from 
slavery and sin. The LORD calls us. Do not go back to bondage 
in Egypt nor back to the bondage of sin. There is a Redeemer, 
Jesus our Messiah. We have partaken of the Afikoman and the 
Third Cup of Redemption, remembering the one who was to 
come, has already come and will come again. 

  

 

 4 

All: May the LORD bless you and keep you; may the LORD make 
his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; may the LORD 
lift up His countenance upon you and give you shalom. 
May the festival lights we now kindle inspire us to use our gifts 
to spread Your word and light to the world as your Son, Jesus, 
commanded us when he told us to be lamps on a hill and to go 
into all the world and spread the Good News of the Kingdom 
of God. Use us, O God, to heal and not harm, to help and not 
hinder, to bless and not curse, and to serve you, O LORD, our 
Rock and Redeemer. 

Please stand 

Song Be Unto Your Name 

Please be seated 
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The Four Cups 

Leader: Tonight we will partake of four cups of the fruit of the vine. 
Each cup symbolizes one of the "I wills" the LORD promised to 
Moses and the Children of Israel in Exodus 6:6–7: 

Reader: Say, therefore, to the sons of Israel, “I am the LORD, and I 
will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I 
will deliver you from their bondage. I will also redeem you with 
an outstretched arm and with great judgments. Then I will take 
you for My people, and I will be your God; and you shall know 
that I am the LORD your God, who brought you out from under 
the burdens of the Egyptians.” 
“I will bring you out” – Cup of Sanctification 
“I will deliver you” – Cup of Deliverance 
“I will redeem you” – Cup of Redemption 
“I will take you as my people” – Cup of Praise 
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The Third Cup: Redemption 

“I will redeem you…” Exodus 6:6 

All lift up the Third Cup 

Leader: With this cup Israel remembers deliverance from 430 years 
of slavery, and our redemption from the plague of death by the 
blood of the first Passover lamb. 

It was with this cup: 

Reader: In the same way, after the supper, [Jesus] took the cup, 
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is 
poured out for you.” (Luke 22:20) 

Do this as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. (1 
Corinthians 11:25b) 

Leader: I will lift up the cup of salvation, the cup of Jesus, and call on 
the name of the LORD. Remembering that Jesus’ blood was 
poured out for the forgiveness of sins, let us be thankful. 

All: Blessed are you, LORD our God, King of the universe, who 
creates the fruit of the vine and has sent Jesus our Messiah, the 
true vine. 
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Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he has put him to grief: 
when you shall make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his 
seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the LORD 
shall prosper in his hand. He shall see of the travail of his soul, he 
shall see light and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my 
righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities. 
Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he shall 
divide the spoil with the strong; because he has poured out his 
soul unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; 
and he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the 
transgressors. (Isaiah 53:1–12) 

Each person is given a portion 

All: Blessed are you, LORD our God, King of the universe, who 
brings forth bread from the earth and has sent Jesus our 
Messiah, the bread of life. 

Pause for moment of thought and personal prayer before eating bread. 

Leader: Let us eat the bread. His sacrificial death on the cross 
fulfilled the prophetic symbolism of the Passover Lamb. 
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The First Cup: Sanctification 

“I will bring you out…” Exodus 6:6 

Leader: Jesus blessed the First Cup in Luke 22:17. The word 
sanctification means “to separate out for a set-apart purpose.” It 
is our faith in Jesus, the Messiah of Israel, the Living Word, and 
our being born of his Holy Spirit so that we can live in 
accordance with the written Word (God’s walk of 
righteousness), which sanctifies us and separates us to live set-
apart lives before him. 

Kaddesh: Sanctification 

Leader: With this cup we set this night aside, as different than all 
other nights. 

All: Blessed are you, LORD our God, King of the universe, who 
creates the fruit of the vine. 
Blessed are you, LORD our God, King of the universe, who 
chose us from all peoples and exalted us among all nations, by 
making us set apart with Your commandments. 
Blessed are you, LORD our God, King of the universe, who 
has given us life and brought us to this happy season. 

Drink the cup 
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Leader: At the time of the first cup, during Jesus’ last Passover, 
Scripture tells us: 

Reader: And they left and found everything just as he had told them, 
and they prepared the Passover. When the hour came, Jesus and 
his apostles reclined at the table. And he said to them, “I have 
eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer.” 
After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, “Take this and 
divide it among you. For I tell you I will not drink again of the 
fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.” 
(Luke 22:13–18) 

Ur’Chatz: Cleanse – The Washing of 
    the Hands 

Leader: Now for the washing of hands. Scripture tells us: 

Reader: [Moses] set the Altar of Burnt offering before the doorway 
of the Tabernacle of the Tent of Meeting, and offered on it the 
burnt offering and the meal offering, just as the LORD had 
commanded Moses. He placed the Laver between the Tent of 
Meeting and the Altar and put water in it for washing. From it 
Moses and Aaron and his sons washed their hands and their feet. 
When they entered the Tent of Meeting, and when they 
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Tzafun: Finding the Hidden Afikoman 

Leader: The Afikoman, the broken middle matzah that was hidden 
and now will be brought back, must be found. 

Children search for Afikoman 

Leader: This is the bread of affliction, the humble bread. 

The bread itself reminds us of Messiah. The rabbis have rigid 
codes as to the appearance of the matzah. It must have stripes, 
be pierced and without leaven. Jesus was afflicted, striped, 
pierced and without sin. 

The Prophet Isaiah, inspired by the LORD, said of the Messiah 
to come: 

Reader: Who has believed our report? And to whom is the arm of 
the LORD revealed? For he shall grow up before him as a tender 
plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he has no form nor 
comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that 
we should desire him. He is despised and rejected of men; a man 
of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our 
faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 



 

 27 

reclining next to him. Simon Peter motioned to this disciple and 
said, “Ask him which one he means.” Leaning back against Jesus, 
he asked him, “Master, who is it?” 

Reader: Jesus answered, “It is the one to whom I shall give this sop, 
when I have dipped it.” And when he had dipped the sop, he 
gave it to Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon. And after the sop 
Satan entered into him. So Jesus told him, “What you are about 
to do, do quickly.” But no one at the meal understood why Jesus 
said this to him. (John 13:21–28) 

Leader: Scripture teaches us in Deuteronomy 8:10 to give thanks 
after a meal and we will. Jesus also gave thanks before he ate 
many times. “Lifting up the food he gave thanks.” (Matthew 
14:19; Luke 9:16; John 6:11) 

Let us give thanks. 

  

 

 8 

approached the Altar, they washed, just as the LORD had 
commanded Moses. (Exodus 40:29–32) 
The earth is the LORD’s, and the fullness thereof; the world, and 
they that dwell therein. For he has founded it upon the seas, and 
established it upon the floods. Who shall ascend into the hill of 
the LORD? Or who shall stand in his set-apart place? He that has 
clean hands, and a pure heart; who has not lifted up his soul unto 
vanity, nor sworn deceitfully. (Psalm 24:1–4) 

All: Blessed are you, LORD our God, King of the universe, who 
has sanctified us with his commandments and instructed us to 
wash the hands. 
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The Symbols of Passover: The Seder Plate 

Leader: In the center of the table is the Seder Plate, a special plate. 
Each item on it has special symbolic meaning. 

Matzah – The Unleavened Bread: The Israelites fleeing Egypt had 
no time for it to rise. It is the bread of affliction or the humble 
bread. The bread without leaven, made of fine flour, water and 
oil. It is pierced; striped, and without leaven. (Exod 12:39; Deut 
16:3; Ps 22:16b; Zech 12:10; Isa 53:5, 9) 

Zeroa – The Roasted Lamb Bone: This is a reminder of the 
Passover Lamb that was sacrificed. The lamb shank bone is 
roasted simulating the Passover sacrifice that is roasted. (Exod 
12:9) For us, it is a reminder that Jesus is our Passover Lamb. 

Reader: “You shall sacrifice the Pesach to the LORD your God from 
the flock and the herd, in the place where the LORD chooses to 
establish his name. You are not allowed to sacrifice the Pesach in 
any of your towns which the LORD your God is giving you, but 
at the place where the LORD your God chooses to establish his 
name, you shall sacrifice the Pesach in the evening at sunset, at 
the time that you came out of Egypt. You shall cook and eat it in 
the place which the LORD your God chooses. In the morning 
you are to return to your tents.” (Deut 16:2, 5–7) 
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Korech: Bitter Herb & Matzah Sandwich 

Leader: Now we will put matzah and bitter herbs together and eat 
them as a sandwich (known as the “Hillel Sandwich”), in order to 
observe literally the words of the Torah: “They shall eat [the 
Passover lamb offering] with matzah and bitter herbs.” (Exodus 
12:8; Numbers 9:11) Hillel taught we are to eat enough bitter 
herbs to bring tears to the eyes. 

Using the remaining matzah, each person breaks off two olive-
size portions to make a sandwich of matzah and bitter herbs 
(horseradish and lettuce). Dip this sandwich into the charoset 
(mortar apple mix) and eat the sandwich. 

This sandwich of matzah and bitter herbs was eaten with the 
lamb during second temple times in Jerusalem, it is also known as 
the sop. The word sop is translated from the Greek word 
psomion, meaning “a fragment, bit, morsel.” 

It was with the dipped sop Jesus spoke of his betrayal: 

Reader: After he had said this, Jesus was troubled in spirit and 
testified, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.” His 
disciples stared at one another, at a loss to know which of them 
he meant. One of them, the disciple whom Jesus loved, was 
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Motzi Matzah: Eating of the Matzah 

Each person breaks off an olive-sized portion from the top and middle matzah. 

All: Blessed are you, LORD our God, King of the universe, who 
brings forth bread from the earth. 

Blessed are you, LORD our God, King of the universe, who 
made us set-apart with his commandments, and commanded 
us concerning the eating of matzah. 

Eat the matzah 

Maror: Eating of the Bitter Herbs 

Reader: They shall eat the flesh that same night, roasted with fire, 
and they shall eat it with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. 

All: Blessed are you, LORD our God, King of the universe, who 
made us set-apart with his commandments, and commanded 
us concerning the eating of bitter herbs. 

The bottom matzah is broken in olive-size pieces for each person. Eat the matzah dipped in the bitter herb. 
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Leader: The Hebrew term zeroa means “arm” or “powerful arm.” 
The zeroa is a reminder that the LORD our God brought us out 
of bondage “by a mighty hand and by an outstretched arm.” 
(Deut 5:15) The lamb shank bone on the Seder plate is a picture 
of what we read about in Isaiah 53. There it speaks of the 
Redeemer sent from heaven who would take upon himself the 
sins of the world and die to pay the death penalty incurred upon 
each man because of his sin. Verse one of that chapter calls this 
Redeemer “the arm of the LORD.” As the strong arm of the 
LORD brought the Israelites out of their slavery to Egypt, which 
is a spiritual picture of our slavery to the world, the flesh and the 
devil, so Jesus, as the LORD’s strong arm, has redeemed those 
who put their trust in him and believe that his spilled blood paid 
the price for our sins and ransomed or delivered us from the 
wages of sin, which is death. (Romans 6:23) 

Maror – Bitter Herbs: Bitter herbs recall the bitterness of slavery 
and reminds us of the suffering of the Messiah. Two herbs are 
required because the LORD specified herbs. (Exod 12:8) This is 
represented by the lettuce and horseradish. Sin, like the bitter 
herb, tastes sweet at first, then bitter. (Hebrews 11:25, 12:15; 
James 3:14) As Pharaoh enslaved and embittered the lives of 
those under his servitude, so will Satan and his servants who 
control this world do to you if you turn away from the LORD. 
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Stay faithful to the LORD all of your days so that your life will 
not become bitter because of sin and wrong living. 

Karpas – A Green Vegetable: This represents the hyssop 
branches used to apply the blood of the lamb to the doorpost. It 
is also considered a bitter herb. (Exod 12:22a) Parsley is most 
often used and celery may also be used. It is dipped in salt water 
near the beginning of the Seder. 

Charoset – The Clay of apples, nuts, cinnamon, honey and wine 
represents the bricks and mortar the Israelites were forced to 
make under Pharaoh’s taskmasters. (Exod 1:14) It also represents 
the food of the Promised Land and some traditions use figs and 
dates and other dried fruits for the Charoset. 

Beitzah – Roasted Egg: The spot for the roasted egg on this plate 
is empty. Some say it is a reminder of the Temple Holiday 
Sacrifice and also a symbol of life. The Holiday Sacrifice was 
offered at the Temple during the Feasts of Passover, Weeks 
(Pentecost), and Tabernacles. (Deut 16:2, 16; and Lev 23:16–19, 
34–36) 

Salt Water – This symbolizes the sweat and tears shed by the 
Israelites slaves. We also recall Israel’s baptism in the Red Sea. 
(Exod 14:22; 1 Corinthians 10:2) 
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Had he given us his Torah, and not brought us into the land of 
Israel, DAYEINU! 

Had he brought us into the land of Israel, and not built for us 
the Temple, DAYEINU! 

Had he built for us the Temple, but not come to dwell among 
us, DAYEINU! 

Had he come to dwell among us, but not given us eternal 
salvation through Jesus, DAYEINU! 

Had he given us eternal salvation through Jesus, and not given 
us his Spirit, DAYEINU! 

Had he given us his Spirit and not bestowed us with the fruits 
of the Spirit, DAYEINU! 

Had he bestowed us with the fruits of the Spirit and not given 
us his shalom, DAYEINU! 

Leader: But the LORD, blessed be his holy name, has done all these 
things and more! 
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Had he executed judgment and not done justice to their idols, 
DAYEINU! 

Had he done justice to their idols and not slain their firstborn, 
DAYEINU! 

Had he slain their firstborn and not given us their treasure, 
DAYEINU! 

Had he given us their treasure, and not divided the sea for us, 
DAYEINU! 

Had he divided the sea for us, and not drowned our 
oppressors in it, DAYEINU! 

Had he drowned our oppressors, and not led us through the 
desert, DAYEINU! 

Had he led us through the desert, and not fed us with manna, 
DAYEINU! 

Had he fed us with manna, and not given us the Shabbat, 
DAYEINU! 

Had he given us the Shabbat, and not given us his Torah, 
DAYEINU! 
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Only lamb, matzah, and bitter herbs are commanded by the 
Torah to be eaten for Passover, but the other foods have been 
part of the Passover tradition for centuries and help in 
recounting the story. 

Karpas: Eating of the Green Vegetable 

Leader: Now we prepare to eat the green vegetable (parsley) 
dipped in salt water. The salt water is to remind us of the tears 
shed by the oppressed children of Israel in Mitzraim (Egypt). 
With hyssop branches they sprinkled the blood of the lamb on 
their lintel and doorposts. (Exod 12:22) 

Hyssop also represents purification and was used for ritual 
purification. (Lev 14; Num 19) 

Purify me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall 
be whiter than snow. (Ps 51:7) 

A hyssop branch was used during Jesus’ execution: 

A jar full of sour wine was standing there; so they put a sponge 
full of the sour wine upon hyssop and brought it up to his 
mouth. (John 19:29) 
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All: Blessed are you, LORD our God, King of the universe, 
Creator of the fruit of the earth. 

Dip the parsley in salt water, then eat it. 

Yachatz: The Breaking of the Middle Matzah 

Leader: Three matzot are placed in a special white covering – called 
the Matzo Tosh or Echad. This container has three 
compartments to hold the three matzot, which symbolizes 
oneness, a compound unity – a whole consisting of three parts. 
The middle matzah is removed and broken. The larger piece is 
wrapped and hidden. It is called the Afikoman, meaning “that 
which comes later.” The Afikoman is hidden, or buried, to be 
found and redeemed later for a reward. The smaller piece is 
returned to the matzo tosh and is eaten before the meal. Why 
are there three matzot? Some rabbis say it represents the High 
Priest, Levites and the People of Israel, the three forms of 
worship in temple times. But why is the middle broken? Other 
rabbis say that it represents Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. But this, 
too, does not explain why the middle matzah is broken. Still 
other rabbis say that in the wilderness the LORD gave daily 
manna, but on Friday a double portion was given and one is 
added for Passover, making three. But why is the middle matzah 
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Disease on livestock 

Boils 

Hail 

Locusts 

Darkness 

Slaying of the first born. 

Dayeinu (Enough) 

Leader: How thankful must we be to the LORD, the all-knowing, 
all-loving God, for all the good he has done for us. For each 
blessing we give thanks! If the LORD had only delivered us from 
Egypt, it would have been enough for us. That is, it would have 
been sufficient. 

The Hebrew word for “It would have been enough” is 
“dayeinu”. 

All: Had he brought us out from Egypt and not executed 
judgment against them, DAYEINU! 
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humanity will be given an opportunity to serve Jesus the Messiah, 
the King of kings and the Master of masters. 

The Ten Plagues 

Leader: Less than full is our joy because our redemption involved 
the suffering of the Egyptians. Though their suffering was a result 
of their own evil, the LORD has taught us to love our enemies. 
Proverbs 24:17 says, “Rejoice not when your enemy falls.” A full 
cup is a symbol of joy and we rejoice tonight, but we shall 
diminish our cup to show that our joy is not complete. 

We will spill one drop out of our cup for each of the ten 
plagues. With your little finger dip into your cup to remove a 
drop, one for each of the plagues, spilling the drop onto your 
plate as we say each plague. Repeat after me: 

Blood 

Frogs 

Lice 

Swarms of insects 
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broken, buried and brought back? This tradition has been 
celebrated for thousands of years. 

For us, it is no mystery. It is a beautiful picture of God, who is 
one, yet who reveals himself to us as the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. God sent a part of himself in the form of the Son and was 
broken, buried, and brought back. He who finds him receives a 
great reward, eternal life. 

This is the bread of affliction which the Israelites ate in the land 
of Egypt. All who are hungry – let them come and eat. Let all 
who are needy come and celebrate the Passover with us. Now 
we celebrate it here; next year may we celebrate it in the land of 
Israel with Messiah! 

Only some were slaves in Egypt, but all are enslaved and in 
bondage to sin, in need of the deliverance only Jesus can give. 

Now the Afikoman is hidden 

Please stand 

Song I Surrender All 

Please be seated 
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Maggid: The Telling of the Passover Story 

Ma Nishtanah: The Four Questions 

Leader: Now it is time for the Four Questions to be asked. 
Traditionally, the youngest person present asks the Four 
Questions. 

Child: Why is this night different from all other nights? 

On all other nights we may eat either leavened or unleavened 
bread; but on this night why only unleavened bread? 

On all other nights we eat herbs of any kind; but on this night 
why especially eat bitter herbs? 

Child: On all other nights we do not dip our herbs even once; but 
on this night why do we dip them twice? 

On all other nights we eat our meals sitting; but on this night 
why do we eat in a reclining position? 

Leader: Before we read the Haggadah that tells in detail the whole 
story, I will answer your questions one by one: 
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Reader: By the blood of the lamb was Israel spared. 

All: By the blood of the lamb was Israel redeemed. By the blood 
of the lamb was death made to pass over. 

The Second Cup: Deliverance From Plagues 
& Iniquity 

“I will deliver you…” Exodus 6:6 

Lift the Second Cup 

All: So this promise made to the Israelites holds true also to us! 
For more than once has the enemy risen up to destroy us. But 
the Holy One, blessed be he, the LORD our God, he saves us! 

Set the Cup down 

Leader: Even as the Almighty destroyed Egypt on behalf of the 
Israelites, likewise, the Almighty will again destroy those who 
oppressed and enslaved his people. In the end times, at the 
second coming of our Heavenly King, Jesus will defeat Babylon 
the Great with its wicked political, religious and economic 
systems. At that time, the captives will be set free, and all 
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upon the Egyptians, upon their crops, and upon their flocks, but 
they did not touch the land of Goshen. 

All: But Pharaoh's heart was hardened. He would not yield to the 
will of the LORD. He would not let the House of Jacob depart. 

Reader: Then the tenth plague fell upon the land of Egypt: the death 
of Egypt's firstborn. “And all the first born in the land of Egypt 
shall die, from the first born of Pharaoh who sits upon his throne, 
even unto the first born of the maid servant who was behind the 
mill; and all the first born of beasts, and against all the mighty 
ones of Egypt I will execute judgment.” But to protect the 
children of Israel, the LORD commanded the head of each 
Hebrew household to sacrifice a spotless lamb, without breaking 
any of its bones, and to apply its blood to the doorway of their 
homes, first to the top of the doorway (the lintel) and then to 
the two sideposts. 

All: “And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses 
where you are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you, 
and the plagues shall not be upon you to destroy you when I 
smite the land of Egypt.” 
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We eat matzah because when the Israelites were told by 
Pharaoh that they could leave Egypt, they had no time for their 
bread to rise, so they baked it without leaven. 

At the Seder, we eat bitter herbs to remind us of the bitterness 
and cruelty the Israelites experienced when they were oppressed 
by the Egyptian taskmasters. 

At the Seder, we dip food twice: the parsley in salt water to 
remind us of the tears shed in bondage, and the matzah into 
charoset to remind us of the clay used to make bricks used in 
building the Pharoah’s city. 

As a sign of freedom, we lean to the left when we partake of the 
cup. In ancient times, slaves ate hurriedly, standing, while royalty 
and the wealthy in Egypt and other empires dined on couches. 
To show that Israel is now free, we too recline while eating. We 
lean to the left when drinking the cup and eating the matzah to 
remind us that we are now free. 

All: We were slaves in Egypt, and the LORD our God brought us 
out with his strong arm. Blessed is the LORD who delivered 
and gave the Torah to his people Israel. Blessed is he! 
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Leader: Now it is time for the telling of the Passover Story. We will 
read responsively from our Haggadah: 

Reader: Scripture teaches that during a great famine in the land of 
Canaan, the sons of Israel journeyed to Egypt to purchase food. 
There they were reunited with their brother Joseph. Because of 
his influence, they were permitted to dwell in the fertile plains of 
Goshen. At first, the House of Israel numbered less than 80 
souls. But in time, their numbers swelled, their flocks increased, 
and they became a mighty people. 

All: And then there arose a new Pharaoh, one who did not know 
Joseph. He beheld the might of Israel, and he feared that in 
time of war, the sons of Jacob might join themselves with 
Egypt’s foes. 

Reader: And so he subdued the Israelites, and he afflicted them with 
cruel labor. Task masters were placed over the Israelites, to 
compel them to make bricks and to build Pharaoh’s great storage 
cities of Ramses and Pithom. 

All: But despite their hardship, they continued to thrive, just as 
the LORD had promised. This caused Pharaoh even greater 
alarm, and he ordered the slaughter of Israel’s infant sons. By 
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his command, every male child born to the Hebrews was to be 
cast into the Nile and drowned. 

Reader: How sober were the afflictions of the Hebrew people. In 
anguish, we cried to the God of our fathers. And the LORD 
heard our cry. The LORD remembered his covenant and raised 
up a deliverer, a redeemer, the man Moses – who was a 
forerunner-type of the Messiah to come. And he sent Moses to 
Pharaoh’s court to declare the commandment of the LORD. 

All: Let my people go. 

Reader: But Pharaoh would not listen to the LORD of Hosts. And 
so, Moses pronounced the LORD's judgment on Pharaoh’s 
house and on Pharaoh's land. Three plagues were poured out 
upon the people. 

All: But Pharaoh's heart was hardened. He would not yield to the 
will of the LORD. He would not let the House of Jacob depart. 

Reader: Again, Pharaoh would not hearken to the LORD of Hosts. 
And so, the LORD set apart the land of Goshen where his 
people were living as a sign that we may know that he, the 
LORD, is in the midst of the land. “I will put a division between 
my people and your people.” Six more plagues were poured out 


